
Joe was our youngest son. He was a seventh grader  

who was filled with a vibrant energy and passion  

for everything he did. He enjoyed computers, video 

games, school choir, church youth group, skiing,  

and competing in Odyssey of the Mind. He was just 

getting caught up in the whirl-wind of middle school 

when his life was suddenly and violently taken.
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On Jan. 19, 2004, Joe and I were on our way to an after school activity. We were driving down an 
urban divided highway when a 20-year-old woman, driving a Hummer while talking on her cell-phone, 
ran a red light and slammed in the passenger side of my car, killing Joe.

The driver of the Hummer passed four cars and a school bus that had all stopped at the red light.  
She never applied her brakes, and witnesses reported seeing her talking on her cell phone and looking 
straight out the front window. She was looking, but she didn’t see the red light or realize that she 
should have stopped. She didn’t see the three cars before me cross the intersection, but she was 
looking straight ahead. This is what we mean when we say drivers suffer cognitive distraction.  
Their minds are distracted, and they aren’t paying attention. 

Within seven months of Joe’s death, my husband, Dave, and I became empty nesters. Our two older 
sons headed off to college. With this extra time on our hands we engulfed ourselves in research.  
We were shocked to learn of the numerous studies that clearly identify the increased crash risk 
associated with drivers using cell phones. That was when Dave closed his consulting firm and decided 
to get into the safety business. He currently works at the National Safety Council as the senior director 
of transportation initiatives — focusing specifically on distracted driving and teen driving.

Personal Mission

It has been five years and I still miss Joe every day. Holidays and family functions, like weddings,  
are difficult and will never be like they were before. If I can do anything to prevent even one more 
family from living with this reality, then it will add meaning and purpose to our loss.
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